
Before starting your project you should acquire any required planning or other permissions, 
including appropriate professional advice if you are  installing in or near to an existing building or 
boundary. 
 
Acquaint yourself with the health and safety guidelines that apply to all the equipment and materials 
you are using, and follow these guidelines at all stages. Installation of gas-fired plant should only be 
undertaken by a Gas Safe registered fitter whilst all electrical work should be carried out by a 
qualified technician.  
 

First of all, choose the site for your pool. An 
ideal site is flat land that gets plenty of sun-
shine, away from trees and underground ca-
bles and pipes, but with adequate wind shel-
ter.  
 
Allow space for your plant room (2m3 exclud-
ing boiler if used) which can be installed in 
the corner of a nearby garage or shed, or 
within a purpose-built enclosure. 
 
The key to a good installation is good com-
paction of the base and constant checking of 
water levels. As a guide, a Sunquest 36 holds 60 tonnes of water. 
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Check the table below for overall 
excavation level:   
 

Dimensions shown in mm 
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When the pool arrives on site, check the dimensions of the pool and adjust the groundwork 
accordingly as necessary. 
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Use flexible land drains from a builders merchant and lay them to terminate in a sump dug at 
the edge of the cavity at its lowest point. We recommend using a 450mm chamber base with 
appropriate risers to ground level, capped off with an inspection cover.  
 
An electric submersible pump can be 
lowered into this chamber to remove any 
build-up of groundwater. In areas with a 
high water table it is advisable to 
permanently install a pump, and we would 
always recommend a pump with an 
internal float switch. 
 
Poor ground conditions may require you 
to put the pool on a concrete sub-base 
with sand laid on top. If in doubt, we can 
advise.  
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We usually supply 100mm insulation for both indoor and outdoor pools (delivered with the pool). 
This insulation should be laid on the prepared base. The insulation for the sides needs cutting to 
size by the on-site labour. Contractors often choose to fix it to the pool shell with spray adhesive. 
Sundance Pools can advise on the adhesive to use or supply it. 
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5 Lay a min. 100mm bed of compacted Type 1 MOT (compact using a plate vibrator). A 50mm 
blinding of sand should cover this to get the base 100% level and allow for any adjustments. 
necessary when the pool is lowered into the hole.  
 
Using th same method as used for screeding in construction, lengths of galvanised pipe 
(scaffold poles) or timbers can be set either side of the bottom of the hole at the appropriate 
depth to assist with levelling. A straight length of timber can be used  between the pipes to level 
off the sand (see diagram). 
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Place the pool in position. Check that it is at the correct depth and level. If more sand has to be 
added beneath it, be sure to compact it well before returning the pool shell to its position.  
 
Once the pool is level, fill it with water to a depth of 300mm (just in the deep end if pool is not flat-
bottomed). Check that the water is level and continue to make adjustments if necessary. Start 
caulking under the pool in order to prevent movement as it fills. Make a barrier under the curve of 
the deep end all the way round using a stiff 4:1 sand and cement mix (see diagram). Once caulk-
ing is complete, check levels once more and re-commence filling the pool with water. 
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Backfilling should be done with a dry sand and cement mix at a ratio of approximately 10:1. 
Wet mixes are too dense. Avoid backfill material getting into the pool.  
 
As the pool fills, maintain a water level of approximately 150-250mm ahead of your backfill. 
Gently consolidate the sand and cement mixture manually.  
 
Check that pool rim remains in shape, particularly on the long sides of the pool. This is 
best done by regularly walking past the end of the pool and eyeing along the length of the pool. 
 
If the pool starts to bulge outwards it may be necessary to remove some water, similarly i the 
sides of the pool bulge inwards, remove backfill to relieve them.  
 
Continue backfilling until you reach the level of the pipework. Be careful to fill the voids fully 
beneath steps with a stiff 4:1 sand and cement mix. 
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Note: Instructions for backfilling indoor pools may differ depending on the building construction 
method, please refer to us for further guidance. 

water depth 300mm 

sand cement mix 

END VIEW 

sand cement mix 

100mm - 300mm 
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